
2026 BUDGET
A Report to our Community



Mountain View County Residents, 

I’m pleased to share a brief overview of Mountain View County’s 2026 Operating and 
Capital Budgets. This year’s budget continues to focus on maintaining the services and 
infrastructure residents rely on, while planning responsibly for the future. 

The 2026 Operating Budget (net of amortization) totals $30 million, representing a 
modest 3.46% increase over 2025. Of that amount, $10.9 million supports important 
day-to-day operational services such as snow clearing, airports, County shops, and dust 
suppression. Council also continues to support community partnerships and regional 
services through $2.6 million for recreation and library services, $1.9 million for fire 
services, $0.5 million for Family and Community Support Services, $0.5 million for 
County grant programs, and $1.7 million dedicated to agricultural services. 

The 2026 Capital Budget totals $37.8 million and includes investments of $6.1 million for recurring 
road projects, $6 million for bridge and culvert upgrades, and $7.2 million for scheduled equipment 
replacements. 

Together, these investments help ensure Mountain View County remains a strong, sustainable, and 
connected community for residents today and into the future.
 
Reeve Angela Aalbers         
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Mountain View County Council
2025 - 2029

Reeve’s Message
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Mountain View County Council provides the long-term vision and direction that guides County operations 
and service delivery. Through its Strategic Direction Priorities, Council helps ensure residents receive the 
essential services they rely on, including road maintenance, emergency services, policing, agricultural 
programs, land-use planning, recreation facilities, and more. 
 
Below are the County’s 2022–2027 Strategic Direction Priorities, which guide Council’s decision-making 
and help shape the future of our community.

Strategic Plan
Council’s

Our Mission
 Provide high quality services 
in support of a healthy, safe, 
and vibrant rural community.

Our Vision
 An engaged rural and 
agricultural community

inspired by the unique and 
diverse qualities of our 

people and environment.

Our Values
•	 Ethical

•	 Transparent
•	 Open-Minded

•	 Respectful
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Each year, Mountain View County departments work together to develop the Operating 
and Capital Budgets, with Corporate Services providing financial guidance and analysis 
throughout the process. Council reviews the proposed budgets through detailed workshops 
and public presentations to help ensure spending priorities align with the services, 
infrastructure, and long-term needs of the community. Approximately 75% of operating 
expenses are funded through property tax revenue, while the remaining funding comes 
from government grants, reserves, rentals, sales, recoveries, and other user fees and 
revenue sources.

Comprised of three Council members and two Members-at-Large, the Audit Committee 
provides oversight of the County’s financial reporting, audit processes, and compliance 
activities. The Committee reviews proposed budgets and capital projects prior to 
consideration by Council. 

Budget Cycle
The County’s

The

Audit Committee
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For every dollar of Municipal 
Tax Levy collected, the County 
funds a wide range of municipal 
services, as well as the Provincial 
Policing requisition that it 
remits to the Government of 
Alberta. This graphic shows how 
Mountain View County allocates 
its portion of your tax dollars 
across departments responsible 
for maintaining infrastructure, 
delivering services, supporting 
communities, and meeting 
legislative requirements.

OPERATIONAL 
SERVICES

54¢

LEGISLATIVE, COMMUNITY 
& AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

25¢
PROVINCIAL POLICING 

CONTRIBUTION

3¢
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES

5¢
 

COUNCIL

2¢
CORPORATE SERVICES

9¢
 

CAO SERVICES

2¢

Municipal 

Alberta School Foundation Fund 

Mountain View Seniors’ Housing 

Provincial Policing 

40.14%

3.85%

6.71%

49.30%

For residential taxpayers, the education requisition represents $0.49 for every dollar of your total tax bill in 
2026, while only $0.40 of every dollar for residential property tax goes to municipal use. The remaining is 
collected on behalf of Mountain View Seniors’ Housing (MVSH) and for Provincial Policing services. 
 
Mountain View County is required to collect these portions on behalf of the Province of Alberta and MVSH. 
These funds support K–12 education, RCMP operations, and seniors’ housing in Carstairs, Sundre, Olds, 
Cremona and Didsbury. Although collected by the County, these amounts are forwarded directly to their 
respective authorities.

Residential Tax Dollars

Your Municipal Tax Dollar
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CAO Services 
$760,420

Council 
$893,980

Roads, Facilities & Shops 
$25,553,615

Operational Services

Planning  
$932,785

Planning & Development Services

Permitting 
$467,905

Development  
$835,457

Business Services 
$778,514

Corporate Services

Waste Management 
$87,377

Assessment 
$1,687,975

Finance & General Office 
$1,806,918

Legislative, Community & Agricultural Services

Community Grants  
& Transfers
$5,924,826

Legislative Services
$2,834,232

Airports 
$916,350

Agricultural & Land  
Management 
$1,938,463

TOTAL 
$45,418,817

Operating Expenses by 
Department



Roads, Facilities & Shops 
$25,553,615

Agricultural & Land  
Management 
$1,938,463
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The primary source of operating revenue for Mountain View County is municipal property taxes.  
The tax revenue is based on actual property assessments for the prior year.

Percentage of Municipal  
Services Funded by  
Each Assessment

Of the total taxes collected, 57% comes from 
the Linear and Machinery & Equipment property 
classes. 

The remaining Non-Residential property class 
contributes 12%.

Residential equates to 26% and Farmland at 
5%.

Farmland

Residential

Other  
Non-Residential

Linear and Machinery & Equipment

Total Revenues Collected

$34,075,770

$525,000

$358,250

$733,650

$303,850

$448,725

$2,139,709

$1,477,110

$40,062,064
$44,799,430

$40,062,064

$4,737,366

Class
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$1,345,912 - Budget

$522,500 - Actual

$706,634 - Actual

$1,045,000 - Actual

$1,218,727 - Actual

20
25

2024
2023
2022
2021

$1,235,844 - Actual20
26

To the left, you’ll see the annual policing costs 
for Mountain View County from 2020 through to 
the 2026 budget. Over this period, the County’s 
contribution has grown from $295,000 to over 
$1.3 million—a significant increase driven by 
a provincial cost-sharing model introduced in 
2020. 
 
For 2026, the County has budgeted $1,345,912 
for Provincial Policing, a 10% increase from the 
2025 budget of $1,208,201. Actual 2025 costs 
came in slightly higher at $1,235,844. 
 
These contributions are determined by the 
Province using a formula that considers both 
population and equalized assessment. While the 
County has no control over this calculation, we 
continue to work within our means to support 
essential public safety services for our residents.
 
Note: Budget figures reflect the amount collected 
through the annual Tax Rate Bylaw.

$295,000 - Actual2020
Policing Costs Per Year
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Each year, Mountain View County provides Community Grant Funding to support organizations and 
initiatives that benefit County residents. Funding is provided directly to some organizations, such as 
museums and STARS, while other grants are available through an application process. Certain programs 
also allow organizations from the region’s urban municipalities to apply, provided their services benefit 
County residents.

Community Grant Funding

(Based on 2026 Budget Estimates)Urban Funding

$454,902

RECURRING 
COMMUNITY  

GRANTS
$87,000

CEMETERY  
GRANTS

$28,500
CITIZENSHIP

AWARDS
$6,000

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

SITES
$10,000

RURAL COMMUNITY  

$80,294
GRANTS

COMMUNITY  
HALLS

$103,234

OTHER
MISCELLANEOUS

$4,000
GRANTS

PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION

$33,150

MUSEUMS
$24,000

HEALTH 
FUNDING
$15,300

STARS
$51,924

RURAL CRIME
REDUCTION
INITIATIVE
$7,500

(STRINGS & KEYS)
$4,000

MUSIC EDUCATION

SUPPORTING INITIATIVES THAT
STRENGTHEN OUR COMMUNITIES

Note: Village of Cremona figures exclude amortization.
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COMMUNITY  
COLLABORATIONS

$207.55 $133.75

& 100% of 

The County directly operates the Cremona 
and District Emergency Services Department, 
covering 80% of operating and 100% 
of capital expenses, while the Village 
contributes 20% of operating costs for the 
Cremona Fire Hall as part of the partnership.

The County provides both operating and capital 
funding to the five municipal FIre Departments serving 
Mountain View County.

Operating costs are covered either through a mutally 
agreed percentage or a lump sum, depending on the 
department. Captial costs are guided by a Capital 
Replacement Plan between the County and each Urban 
Municipality.



2026 BUDGET SUMMARY  I  MOUNTAIN VIEW COUNTY  9

Mountain View County Council places a strong focus on agriculture and land management in its 
Strategic Plan, which is illustrated on page 2. This includes developing policies and bylaws to preserve 
agricultural land and support business growth. Council also allocates funding to the Agricultural Services 
Department and Agricultural Service Board to maintain service levels and achieve strategic goals. 
 
For 2026, Mountain View County has approved a budget for Agricultural, Lands & Parks Services totalling 
$1,938,463. Broken down, the services provided include: 

•	 $145,631 for land management, covering maintenance of the County’s land inventory, business park 
upkeep, and other general land management needs. 

•	 $114,237 for parks management, including maintenance of day-use areas and Water Valley 
Campground and day-use parks like Bagnall, Hillers Dam, Davidson, and Winchell Lake.

The Majority of the Ag Services Budget, totalling $1,678,595 supports operations under the Ag Service 
Board’s guidance. This includes brushing, mowing, and spraying (right of way management). 

Right of Way Management .......................................
General Agricultural Services ..................................
Environmental Stewardship .....................................
Invasive Plant Management ....................................
Pest Control ..............................................................
Town Weed Inspection .............................................
Extension Services ..................................................
Recurring Projects ................................................... 

                                                                                 TOTAL

$656,913
$656,913
$240,647
$127,294
$33,547
$16,590
$13,353
$1,500
 

$1,678,595

Agricultural Services Expenses
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Mountain View County’s Operational Services implements several strategic programs to ensure 
the longevity and quality of its road infrastructure. These programs are designed to meet specific 
maintenance and enhancement goals, ensuring a resilient and reliable County road network. 

Mountain View County Operational Services annually 
selects 122 km of hard surfaced, chip sealed roads 
for re-chipping. The re-chipping is scheduled on 
a seven year life cycle. This program’s major cost 
driver is paving oil, making it subject to the volatility 
of crude oil pricing.

The Base Stabilization Program (nicknamed Rip & 
Chip) targets repairs on chip-sealed roads to enable 
sealing of multiple kilometres. Roads are selected 
for ripping in year one and chipping in year two. Each 
year’s budget includes funding for the current year’s 
ripping and the prior year’s chipping. It’s designed to 
be cost-effective and extend the road’s life cycle.

Graveled roadways require re-gravelling, on 
average, once every four years. The Regravel 
Program targets 488 km of re-gravel per year, 
based on an assumed spread of 222 tonnes/km.

Operational Services identifies the most critical 
sections of hard surface roads for long patching; 
a temporary repair method that applies asphalt to 
larger failing sections of chip-sealed or paved roads, 
rather than spot patching. This helps preserve 
road integrity and extend its lifespan until full 
reconstruction can occur. The County averages 0.4 
km of long patching per year.

A program to re-chip the portion of roadway within 
County Subdivisions on an annual basis. The 
program is based on need.

RECHIPPING PROGRAM

BASE STABILIZATION PROGRAM

RE-GRAVEL PROGRAM

LONG-PATCHING PROGRAM

SUBDIVISION CHIP PROGRAM

$1,996,140

$1,260,720

$1,996,140

$630,360

$231,940

2026 BUDGET

2026 BUDGET

2026 BUDGET

2026 BUDGET

2026 BUDGET

INVESTING IN 
OUR ROADS.
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These investments ensure the continued delivery of essential services, maintain our  
infrastructure, and support the long-term sustainability of our communities.

In 2026, Council approved $37,789,199 in Capital Projects and $2,212,563  
in Operating/ Inventory projects for a total Project Budget of $40,001,762.  

Of this total $19,637,384 are carry forwards from 2025 projects not yet complete.

Capital and Operating Projects

$40,001,762
TOTAL BUDGET
$40,001,762
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Email: info@mvcounty.com 
Website: mountainviewcounty.com

Hours of Operation: 
Mon - Fri 8:00am - 4:00pm 
Closed Statutory Holidays

 

10 - 1408 - Twp Rd 320 
Postal Bag 100

Didsbury, AB T0M 0W0
 

Main: 403-335-3311 
Fax: 403-335-9207 

Toll Free: 1-877-264-9754


