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Joint Meeting Airs Views On 
Proposed Area County 

"Before a County will be estab- WIld the villages of CalJ."sbalrs and 
li'shed1n the Oids CD~tel'minU5 area, Cremona, would halVe one repre
we ;want a pretty defin~te commit- sentative between them, alternat
menlt from the M.D. and the School ing each year 'between the towns. 
Division that there is some 'gener- On matters of school, these to'\vn 
a1 agreement," sai'd Han. A. O. Aal- r-e'p'resentwtives would l1a.ve the 
bOI1g. Alberta IMinister of Educa- same rilghts .and votin'g p()owoers 
tiOJll at the 'Close of a lengthy meet- as members of the .county Council 
ing cal'Led to discuss the issue. of the school committee at the 
He bold the members of the M. time ,budgets are -prepared and 
D. of Mountain View Council and .a'lthough the County 'Council may 
the Board of Trustees at the jamt ra,ise or lmver or r,etUl'n this bud
meetilng in Didsbury Satur:day that get, ance a-cceprtJed, LlJ.e school 
"This (the Coun ty set-up) is worthy cQlmmibLee .of the County operates 
of your earnest 'Consid'el'aUon be- and administers education under 
cause it might provide something the terms of the Municipal Act. 
better at the level of local govern- In the present situation where 
men-t." there are hv-o 'Mun'icipal Hospitatl 

'Early in the meenng Mr. Aa)- Districts in the propased County 
borg had .outlined" the formation there Iwould Ibe two hospita·l com
C'f the early couilties, the (revisions mittees with the t()wns and vill
which had been inJected into the ages enjoying the same represen
COll!I1ty Act and that there 'Was not tation as at preserut arnd' having the 
(me instance ·of failure ·but rather same rights .at meetings of the 
the County form of ·government Couruty Coun'Cil a's those enjoye-d 
where estalblished now seems well by town elected school 'trustees. 
accepted. FO'llowim.g these eXiplanations the 

While the County Act 10 langu- meeting entered a period of ques
age r:equi!res only an arpplication tions a!Jld answers ·with T.om Mor
from one of the ,bodiesl council ris of DidSbury as Chairman. 
or school trustees, 'as a matter of E. G. Turner of Carnstruirs asked 
policy no county will be estab- about .the representation for tha:t 
lished unless there is su'bstantial town on the County Council and 
co.n'Currence .betwoeen ,the two Ibod- was toM 'by 'Mr. iMorrison tha!t 
ies. every .f.'hird year Carstairs would 

Angus Morrison, Deputy Min'1st- the 'l'epresented. Mr. Aalborg said" 
er of iMjunici'Pal Affairs, explained that bhis matt-er was 00l'C for seri~ 
the ramifications of the County ou's consideraltion a·ntd a valid argu
Ad, :its ,a'Pplic3!tion, and the posi- ment a·gainst a County Ibut the ad~ 
tio.n of towns such as Old's l Dids- mi:rci.stration problem ~pr.evenJts all 
'bury, Ca.rstairs, Cremona and Sun- towns beinJg lI"epresented no the 
·dre in the -operation of the C-ounty County Council while at the same 
s)'IStem. Because Olds and Dids- time Vhe rotating system assures 
bury are sepa1r.aite flU!b~divisions Ca'l\5bai!rs a representa·ti'Ve once 
of the present school 5et~UP, each every three years. The point, said 
would have one representative on Mr. Aalborg, is one that has !been 
the school committee of .the Coun- raised before and successfully. ov
ty Council. The tmvn of Sundre, ercome. 
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R. Rankin, school trustee of 
Sundre asked w.h·ether a prior yote 
of ratepayers should ·be ta·ken and 
was told that ther.e was no ob· 
jection to an informal y,ote oloher 
tham the ,rateparyers knDl\V the i\vc}l-k· 
ings of the preselfl't municipal ·gov· 
e rmnent amI not Loo much about 
a COll/nty. 

T.om 'l\{oPris, Chairman of the 
OIds Scbool Division', asked why 
the Lawn r epresentatives were el· 
eoted' each year. Mr. Morrison sug· 
gested the circum stances here wc:re 
different than those encountered 
in any of the 12 counties al read·y 
estab lish~d. 

R. RnnJdn ,of SundJ·c asked wheth· 
er they (lhe ,1\'1. D. Cound i) h: vc 
made applioation for 1hz f :n nl ' 
atian ,of a County. He w~s to ld C:e 
applioal~io n WliS r eceived Feb. 10. 
1959. l 'he qu esti'o'n as to why Cl ':' l'C 
was no prior discussio:1 WJ S li n· 
amrA'ered. 

Alex B ragg, a Munic~ plI CJ un· 
ciliO'f said that everyb :Jdy (m c:!n
ing lhe other munkipal dlst:-ic Ls) 
was co.nsid'erin'g the COll!n t j ' s: l· 
up and for bhis rea,son Mt. Vi -: w 
had made the appJicati.on. There 
are n().w 12 counties and 30 muni· 
ci-pa·l diso'iets ·jn the P'l'ovince. 

V. J . Van HarLen directed foul' 
questions to Hon . A. O. ~I\.a lborg. 

Q. Wi'll County system give bet· 
ter education? 

A. No evidence school system 
is worse, ,but there seems to be a 
fuller .appreciaUnn 'by Municipal 
authorities as .to the problem fac
ing educamon·a'l bodies. 

Q. Will we have ,better truste'es? 
A. The county · form .of govern· 

ment 'Will demand a better ·stand
ard' 'of IpcrJiormance and theroe has 
been IIlO expression from teachers 
or s chool trustees in any .of the 
counties ~sldrrg to go Q,ack ·to the 
d'Ula!l !!orm of llTIunl-c~pa'l govern
ment. 

Q. wm electi ons ·be sa·tisfactory 
to ratepayers? 
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A. There arc "dv;}n·tages .. in ei
ther a ward sysle.m qr' iqi elecUons 
at Im·,ge but ~his is. -.a local prob· 
lem . ! 

Q Wh.y is the ·Countyset·up not 
part of the city ,g.ovei;miient? . 

A. There is a v<?rY ' import~nt 
fund'amental differ,Mlce, that of 
rlra.nspol,t.ation especially of school 
childJ·cn. The County Council a'pd 
Oommittee set·up offers a much 
more am icable .a·ppr,eciatio-O of this 
problem. 

At this .time too the Minister 
categoricaHy denied any chal'lges 
that the government was trying 
to force the County Sysem on any
one. Later in the meeting after 
hea_ing several charges t ha t the 
gO'ver:nment was trying to force 
the system on 'll1 unicipaJ. bodies he 
snid this Iwas ·an erroneous im
press ion and that no single indI
vidual could speak f.o r the govern· 
ment. "Up to lhis poinrt.," he sai'Cl, 
"the governmen't has .argued the 
County System (In ~ts <own merits." 
The Municipal Fi.na.nce ·Corpora· 
tto·n was never se t up to promote 
the County system, said 1vIr. Aal· 
borg. 

lVI1'. Morrison, Deputy Minister 
of Municipal Affairs, also took 
PM't in the discussion at this point 
saying tha t the Counly System 
was proposed basically on the prin
cirpal tbat t h e body charged with 
naisirug .the money should also 
spend the money, and he refcrred 
to a ,govelmment ,publication con· 
taining manry unso licited state· 
ments em th'e Gounty System. 

ElLis TllIUlel', Oarstairs, rai~ed 
the issu-e that taxing au thorjties 
in the towns af the Olds School 
Divisio.n would really have no auth· 
ority as Ithe County Coun-eil could 
v:eti) .th:e . school committee budget 
and 'recommendations., .He :was t-Old 
that the school cOlIlll1ittee a.per1J,tes 
and has all the po\Ver~ .. d~signated 
by the school act which clearlY 
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lays Orut the duties or a school 
trustee. 

Bob Rankin, Sumire, raised the 
issue (If hospital boards "tvhich was 
answered earlier in this report. 
He was told tha t centralization : of 
aut'h Qlrity might produce -a belter 
'form of toca! government. 

Alex Weir, Olds" disputed this 
point with figures on the success 
of the Olds Schoo·1 District beIore 
entry into the Olds School Divi· 
si-on. There ris a lot to be said, 
Mr. WeiT added, f.or .the good work 
of ,both -the loea·1 school trustee 
and Municipal Councillor. Ak A. 
L. Hog·g ~greed with this s tate· 
ment. 

Tom Miorris, Didsbury, wid the 
,Muruc.ipal Council that the mem
bers of his board had come to the 
meeting to find 'Out w hy the ap
plication had been made and whe
ther the Council were satisfied 
with the actions of the BO:ll~(( of 
Tmstees. '.' 

n "tVlas 'at 1fuis !mme 'choat W. Ha'g
nrall, reeve 'Of -the IM.D. 'Of Mt. View 
rose t'O read into the recor d . ., of 
the . meetmg, a brief proposed by 
the Coun'cil flOT tran5mission to 
the Minister of M!J r.icipal AffJil's. 

The reading of this br~ ef \\'as 
followed' by ~ cross·fire of [),pin· 
i()ns between ir.'Ir. Van Haften Dnd 
Mr. Bagnall and it was then that 
Mr. Aalborg made the statement 
in regard government policy. 

Mr. Aalborg asked the members 
of bo th Council and Divislonll!l 
Board to carefully weigh the 
County form of government on 
i ~s own merits. He tl'gairn outlined 
p:oc(ldures Q,nd government policy 
and assur.ed' them that t he matter 

. was worthy of e.arnest considera-
Uon. ' ., . 

Reeve Bagniill " expressed his 
tbanks to the !Minister: for his im· 
partLal review of the County oot· 
up ""d took full responsibility 
for himself and his Council for 
fo",varding the ~pplicatio" with· 

out prior consul tation wiLh the 
school tr·ustees. "But" he said, "we 
took t he 'act ait fa·ce value," l\V'hich 
3'lll'olWs either of ,our groups to 
make the rupplication. He also ex
tended his Uranlts bo the school 
trustees .and Mr. Marrison for at· 
bendin·g the meetin·g. 

!fum M'Orris sa'id' that d1 the meet· 
j'ng ha·d ,been held 10 mont.h.s :-<:I,go 
it -might hav:e been -easier fo·r ' the 
Council 'a-nd school trus~e~ .dto 
find poi!l1ts of a'gree.ment . IJe <450 
extended his thanks to Mr. Aa1· 
b011g, .1\tfu'. MatTison .and the M.D. 
Counchl.. 

There was general agr eement 
at the meetLllg th:rt the County 
System rieeded full study ~nd that 
more information needed to be 
passed 'On to ratepayers. 

The meeting concluded on a 
harr.mo nious note .as the ,schoo:;' 
board and Counci l .agreed to' ap
poiut committees 'which -will meet 
and" \,,~orl( together in 'an effort to 
reach some general agreement on 
the matter of the County System. 

Attending the len'gthy meeting 
were Han. A. O. A,alborg, Minister 
of Education; AAgus Morrison, 
Deputy Minister of Municipal Af· 
fairs; R. A. Macleod, IML.A. for 
Olds; W. R. Owens, M.L.A. for 
Didsbury; U. Shogren, Field Rep
resentative Administr.ati011 Bran'ch 
Alber ta Dep<l!rtment of Education; 
S. A. (HQ:oper, Superintendent of 
Schools, Old. School Division; J. 
B. Lu!lwlg, secr~tory, Olds School 
Divisionj R. Ra'Illdn, Trustee; Ellis 
TllI'ller, Trustee; Tom Morris, chair· 
man Olds Schaad Division; A. Weir, 
Trustee; V. J. V.an HafteD, Trust
ee; ·W. Ricbards, Trustee; J. D. 
Thum.as, CounciUor; Ed Miller, 
Councill:OT; E. B. Dodd, Council
lox; Herman· Roedler, Councillor; 
Alex Hogg, Councill'Dr; J. Riddock, 
Secr..oary, M. D. ·"f Mt. View No. 
49; • .o\I-t Eskesen, Councillor; and 
W. J. Bagnall, neeve of the M.D. 
of Mt. View, No. 49. 
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I The M. D. Brief I 

Tha foUawing i's the complete 
t'ext ·of the 'brief submitted by the 
C)unoil ,of the .M. D. IOf Mt. View 
No. 49 .at the Joint meeting be
tween the oounci l .and' .the school 
brustees Saturdlay in Didsbw-y_ 

The 'brief. daled Sept. 18, 1959 
has ,been £orwu'1'Ided to the He>D. A. 
J. HoOk'e, M~ni'ster of 'MuruLcipal Al
r'airs. The ,original .alppllicaion by 
the M. D. Council '>00' the forma· 
tion ,of a Oounty ,was dated Febru
ary 10th, 1959. 

1. The ·Councill lOi The Municipal 
District tOf -Mourntain VJew No. 49 
beI.ieves ~ha!t it is Pr,Qvinciai Gov
ennment !policy tlo encourage <and 
estarblish the formation of ,the 
Dounly .system of M'undcipai Gov
ernment as Sfro.n ,as applied fOf. 

2. The. Municipad Gouncil be
Heves tha-t with the accelerated 
consolidatIion of .ruTal schools and 
the consequent tremendous capital 
ouUa'ys necessary for the new 
school Ibuildings .and t·he complete 
inalbiHty of the Council to keep 
paoe with Ithe construc-tiron and 
ma'bnbenance .of school bus ·r.outes 
necessary bo service this dev.elop
men I, ·that tl,. interest of the tax· 
payers as a whoo'e can ·be best serv
ed by one governing bod,y, emp()W
ered not to only levy and called 
revenues but co.robroO'l its di'sburse
menl. 

3. The Oouncil feel lhat the in· 
depend'ent aulh'Orities tor school 
!liJ1rd municLpal radmini'stration are 
unwilling to .accept .responsibility 
f.or JU·gh costs, w.aste, joack of ser
vices, increased debt .af rising min 
[lates. As .a result lbaxpay.ers Me 
generaUy misinfio rmed or complet
ely c[)nfused. The County system 
with its slngle <lutb<>rity should 
to .a Large extent amelioraot~ this 
cq:nditLon. 
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4. The question 'of borllowing un
der exi'stint~ 'conditians leaves room 
hr improvement which the Coun
cil ,beIdev,es 'would be rectified by 
the estabHshment ,of a Oounty sys
'1E1JTl. 'W:h C[lC tne ·(;\v.o .autho'rities 'B-re 
sepa[l.~te Lhe School Bo.ard must 
ho.nrmw money to carry it .aver un
Ul H 'frecei·ves its next 'requisition, 
whHe 30t the same time, under cert
ain c ondiUons, .the Municipal Goun
cil may be ,building up .a surplus_ 
U.nd'cr recent legisLaotion the schools 
tllr:e permitted to borrow f.unds from 
The A.l!be[lLa ,Finance CO[lporation 
wi thout reference til the Munici
pa,! Council who rn Lhe finaJ analy
sis must Ipal)' 'Off the debentures, 

5. At the ,p[lesent time the Muni
cip-a'l Oounchl makes its Ipl'ans, pass
es ills Ibud'get. Ibtti!1ds and improves 
roads rwhere they .think ,best, -a nd 
gcnerfrlly spea'king -the School 
Bo'ard kno.'Ns little IB.bout >and in
deed can giVie very little help or 
in[;onn-ation pr~or to the opening 
o( schools in ·the ·Flall. T·he improve
ments .Me .often made in the wrong 
pl'aces Itlnd la's most ilf the IOlIUOca
bi'on has b een spent during the 
Slbmm~r. ·Little heLp can be gi·ven 
school ~ routes until the fol1ow-
m'g y;earr. This complete lJack 'Of -a 
co-or:dinated pr.ogrom, the Coun
cj.} ,believes would oe Ij,mpossible 
under the .A!bberta County System. 

6. The Council has ma d'e on the 
spot checks lof .the opeootion of 
some IOf the existIi.IlJg Counties and 
as a result feel that this system 
is undoubtedly la rgreat impr.ove
ment over the existing separ'ate 
authorJty f·onn of Municipal Gov
ernment. 

7. It s hould ,be noted that the 
Oo-l'ermbJius Boundary Commission 
spent tw.o years settLng b[}und'aT
ies e~mon to hoth School and 

Jiunicipal Disbricts. While much 
of the -coI1lf:usion caused by over
I,a.ppirug boundaries was removed, 
this MuniCipality is still faced 
with ·the rempval of 'a certain lands 
from its East and South bound· 
aries. This si tu'artion, the Municipal 
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Council believes, can best be handl
ed in the interes ts of all ratepay
ers by a County Oouncil. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Reeve and Council, 
M. D. of Mt. View N<>. 49, 
Didsbury, Alt~. 
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